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What We Are Going to Cover
A bit more information about this

Today we are going to go over assignment 1 and talk about the
first project



Assignment 1 Answers

Goal was to make a web scraper using Python with BeautifulSoup4
package.



Assignment 1 Answers



Assignment 1 Answers
Firstly needed to find all anchor tags in the HTML. For each row
from the table I used

row.find_all(’a’) to extract this.

This gives me an object links which has this in it

>>>links

[<a href="dr_info/brookscharlie.html" title=

"Offender Information">Offender Information</a>,

<a href="dr_info/brookscharlielast.html"

title="Last Statement">Last Statement</a>]

Each link object had many links in it, so I used We notice that this
object is a list so we just index it to get the desired link...

>>> links[1]

<a href="dr_info/brookscharlielast.html"

title="Last Statement">Last Statement</a>



We use the following command to pull out the href from the stuff
we dont want.

links[1].get(’href’)

Now I concatenated this with the website URL to build the address
to where the last statement was. I called this LSLink. I then ran

urllib.request.urlopen(LSLink)



Now I just ran BeautifulSoup on this page in an analogous way as I
did on lines 14 to 17, except for 2 minor differences.

1. the page had no table so I looked for the paragraph HTML
tag, which is where the last statement was

par = soup2.find_all("p")

2. Those pesky unicode characters need to be dealt with

for i in range(1,(len(par)-1)):

if ’Last Statement:’ in par[i].get_text():

LS=str(par[i+1].get_text())

LS=LS.replace(’\x92s’,’’)

LS=LS.replace(’\xa0’,’’)

#I stored the last statements in LS



Why Talk About Assignment 1 So Much?

I modified the solution to project 1 when making this assignment.
So if you understand the assignment you will understand the
project



Here is my hint for project 1. Look at the original web address of
the page

http://www.diamondse.info/

Notice how it changes when we select the Princess diamond

http://www.diamondse.info/diamond-prices

.asp?shape=Princess

But when we change the minimum Carat it doesnt seem to affect
the webpages URL...

http://www.diamondse.info/diamond-prices.

asp?shape=Princess&minCarat=0


